Analysis:  local  missions  a  terrific  place  to  start 


American  Collegiate  Ministi 
Baptist  Student  Unionp  (BS1 
American,  across  Mississippi  are  assisted  in 
linese,  providing  a  specialized  outreach 
hoc  taw,  program  for  African-American 
i  n  d  college  students.  Several  hun- 
Hispanic  dred  African-American  newest  - 

church-  Christians  in  schools  of  higher  tion  in 
education  in  Mississippi  cur- 
rently  participate  in  BSL 
activities. 

•  $50,000 

Criminal 

A  A  I  Ministries.  Inmates  in 

k  I  Jm  I*  II  14  state  prisons  receive 

|  |  ^  Bibles  and  disciple- 

iX  a  ship /evangelism  mate- 

rials  each  week  _ 


ment.  on  the  part  of  every 
Mississippi  Baptist  is  stressed  in 
across  Mississippi  are  assisted  in  Missions  Awareness  programs 

*  i  and  materials. 

•  $450,000  for  Volunteer 
Missionary  Assistance.  The 
and  largest  —  alloca¬ 
te  2000  MLSMO, 
Volunteer  Missionary  Assistance 
is  designed  to  help  the  record 
number  of  short-term  missions 
for  volunteers  signing  up  for  service 
Justice  in  Mississippi  Baptist  partner¬ 
ships  wit  Honduras,  Ukraine, 
Maryland /Delaware,  and 
Boston.  This  line  item  will  be 
funded  after  oter  MLSMO  pri- 
week  from  ority  needs  have  been  met. 
Baptist  vol-  •  $20,000  for  Christian 

nistry  mate-  Women's  Job  Corps  (CWJC).  The 
son  employ-  purpose  of  this  program,  a  min- 
families  are  is  try  of  bot  the  national  and 
.  Volunteers  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary 
tie  very  spe-  Union  (WMU),  is  to  eauip 
his  ministry,  women  in  need  wit  the  skills 
ntemational  necessary  to  spiritually  and  voca- 
y.  MLSMO  tionally  better  themselves.  There 
dal  workers  are  currently  six  CWJC  sites  in 
Jniversity  in  Mississippi  funded  by  MLSMO. 
Jniversity  of  ( See  also  the  article,  CWJC:  making  a 
>sippi  in  difference  one  life  at  a  time,  on  back 
i  out  to  more  page  of  this  special  section.) 

•nal  students  •  $15,000  for  Collegiate 
?tum  to  their  Impact.  The  rich  human 


facility  for  retreats  and  camps, 
but  focuses  on  te  summer  pro¬ 
gram  for  boys.  Last  year,  834 
"All  politics  is  local,"  former  campers  attended 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives  programs  at  Central 

Speaker  Tip  O'Neil  is  reputed  to  Hills  Retreat,  and  123 
have  once  said.  Can  the  concept  attendees  made  pro- 

I  for  On  Be* 

Pastoral  Aid.  OMh^L 

Financial  assistance  I 
for  the  pastor  of  a  I  ife  'if- 
new  church  makes  it  I  J.  ‘ 
possible  for  him  to  I 
provide  for  his  fami- 
while  the  church 
getting  started.  In  addition. 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


have  once  said.  Can  the  concept 
behind  that  statement  be 
applied  to  missions? 

Well,  not  exactly  —  but  it  is 
true  that  local  missions  efforts 
are  as  crucial  to  Kingdom  work 
as  any  national  or  international 
program.  Certainly  we  all 
understand  that  there  are  lost 
people  within  a  block  of  where 

we  attend  church,  and  most  is  getting  started,  in  addition,  ! 

decidedly  within  the  neighbor-  when  a  church  encounters  a  tJS&k  .*( 

hood  where  we  live.  financial  crisis,  such  assis- 

It  doesn't  matter  which  tance  can  make  the  difference  if 

church  or  what  neighborhood,  in  whether  the  church  is  able  lip1.  ♦  ---  «  ,  -  -  v  ^ 

As  it  is  in  every  country  around  to  keep  the  pastor. 
the  world,  there  are  plenty  of  lost  •  $50,000  for  Disaster  Relief. 
people  in  Mississippi  doomed  to  Over  150  Mississippi  Baptist  r 

eternal  destruction  if  they  don't  volunteers  have  been  trained 

hear  about  Jesus  and  accept  him  and  are  ready  to  answer  the  call,  es  across  the  state, 

as  their  Lord  and  Savior.  whenever  and  wherever  disaster  Materials  and  training 

As  we  sit  in  our  pews  each  strikes.  Hot  food,  child  care,  these  varied  ministric 

Sunday  in  the  comfortable  social,  cleanup  and  recovery,  and  assis-  available, 

financial,  and  religious  homo-  tance  to  churches  ana  communi-  •  $174,000  for  Ne 
geneity  with  which  we  surround  ties  are  but  a  few  of  the  services  Starts.  Among  the  top 

ourselves,  it's  all  too  easy  to  forget  provided  by  this  highly-visible  cations  in  the  2000 

die  spiritual  needs  of  our  fellow  ministry.  (See  also  the  guest  opin-  New  Church  Starts 

Mississippians  —  and  there  are  ion,  A  rope  of  hope,  on  page  two  of  such  services  as  do 

deep  spiritual  needs  right  here  in  this  issue.)  mobile  chapels,  meeting  facility  home 

the  buckle  of  the  Bible  Belt.  •  $23,000  for  Multi-Cultural  rent  assistance  where  necessary,  the  op 

That's  what  the  Season  of  Ministries.  It's  a  fact  that  not  all  and  the  purchase  of  land  on  as  Lor 

Prayer  for  State  Missions  and  the  Mississippians  are  alike.  Multi-  which  to  build  permanent  wor-  • 


Margaret  Lackey:  passion  for  missions 

Margaret  McRae  Lackey  was  bom  in  Copiah  She  once  wrote,  "Sisters,  we  have  done  pass- 

well  this  year,  but,  oh,  the  untouched  multi- 
e  of  women  and  children  in  Mississippi 
prying  silently  yet  know  not  for 

-  Lackey  retired  in  1930  from  her 
mzA'.  jMjxxution  as  corresponding  secre- 


County  in  about  1850,  the  fifth  of  nine  children 
bom  to  James  and  Elizabeth  Lackey. 

She  grew  up  doing  what  most  girls  ip. 
Mississippi  did  in  that  era.  She  played  gaggr., 
went  to  school,  and  did  her  chores 
at  home.  She  went  on  to  attend  I  "  „  -Pki  " 
Hillman  College  in  Clinton,  where*'|gf#"'? 
she  studied  to  be  a  teacher.  She®  - 
later  taught  for  many  years’ 

Mississippi  schools.  & 

Lackey,  who  never  fgfj§i 

had  a  deep  love  far 
whose  goaf  it  is  to'  spread  ■.  ' 

Gospel  message  of  Jesus  ChrisMgj^^^V 
people  who  had  never  heard  *  1 

the  Savior.  She  used  her  teaching1 
skills  to  help  the  children  in  heK^^A 
church  learn  to  share  her  Jove  ofa^A 
missions.  'oQq  . k 

She  also  enjoyed  writing  poems 
and  missions  study  materials  sd^PI§|g£Api 
that  other  Christians  could  under-  La- 

stand  the  importance  of  missions. 

In  1912,  Lackey  became  the  first  paid  leader 
of  the  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  UiudfC 
(WMU).  Her  passion  for  missions  was  obvious 
to  all  who  met  her. 


iissippi  WMU 
lual  observance 


For  more  information  on  the 
Season  of  Prayer  for  State  Missions 
and  MLSMO,  contact  the 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (60V  968- 
3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651.  E-mail: 

dsills@mbcb.org. 


Tor  more  information  on  the 
a)00  Season  of  Prayer  for  State 
Missions  and  the  Margaret  Lackey 
contact  Mississippi 


State  Mission  Offering 
WMU  at  P.O.  Box  530,  j 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3f 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 1 


Marqaret  Lackey 


DO  to 


*  +r  •. 


Hispanic  work  growing  fast  in  north  Miss. 


By  Joe  Young,  pastor 

Calvary  Church,  Parchman 


For  the  second  time  this  year,  pastor 
Tino  Trevino  has  had  the  privilege  of  ded¬ 
icating  a  new  mission  building  for  a  con- 


The  Sunflower  mission  is  named  for  new  church  starts,  construction  teams 
Mision  Nueva  Vida  y  Esperanza  (New  from  Calvary  Church,  Parchman,  and 

I  iff3  HnnP  \/flCClnn\  ro  I C  e  •  Ci  ref  r’l’Mirr'k  R  ifariMlIa  t  lli  r  mRaiill'  l-Urt 


has  had  the  privilege  c 
f  mission  building  for 

_ n _ i  i  0  »  t • 


Life  and  Hope  Mission)  for  two  reasons: 
The  new  Christians  who  are  members 
came  to  America  for  a  new  life  and  hope 
in  this  world,  and  in  Christ  they  found  it 


,  '  -  —  -- - - -  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  that  cuiu  uaiuai  wnu  wmi;  caui  munui  iur  a  nu 

was  held  for  the  storefront  La  Primera  was  originally  purchased  through  the  immigrant  medical /dental  clinic. 

Mision  Bautista  Panola  (First  Hispanic  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  A  large  closet  for  a  clothing  ministry  is 

Baptist  Mission  of  Panola  - 1  '  ° 

County)  in  Batesville.  The 
congregation  began  about  a 
year  ago  when  seven  new 
believers  —  saved  through 
the  Hispanic  ministry  of 
Calvary  Church,  Parchman 
—  moved  to  Batesville, 
where  they  were  welcomed 
and  baptized  by  Sardis  Lake 
Church,  Sardis. 

Sardis  Lake  Church  now 
sponsors  the  Hispanic  mis¬ 
sion  in  Batesville,  along  with 
Panola  Association.  Other 
new  believers  were  soon 
baptized  and  the  ministrji 
currently  includes  three  wor¬ 
ship  services  each  week, 

English  language  classes, 
ana  other  Christian  social 
ministries. 

By  this  summer,  Trevino 
had  witnessed  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  another  facility,  this 

time  at  Tackett  Catfish  Farm  L'ruZ.T'; 

near  Sunflower  TWs  work  NEW  BELIEVER  -  ftstor  lino  Trevino  (right)  of  La  Primera  Mision  “CK  swiff  succeS  inlS 
also  grew  from  the  Hispanic  Bautista  Panola  (First  Hispanic  Baptist  Mission  of  Panola  County)  in  Mississippi  Delta  —  hanks 
ministry  of  Calvary  Church,  Batesvifle  and  Mision i  Nueva  Vida  y  Esperanza  (New  Life  and  Hope  Miaion)  in  par/to  the  commuted 
a^?man’  which  is  sponsor-  in  Sunflower  counsels  a  Hispanic  woman  who  has  just  accepted  Christ  as  support  of  a  group  of  dedi- 
ing  the  new  mission.  her  personal  Lord  and  Savior.  (BR  special  photo)  -  '  cateS  Mississfpp,  laptisfs 


First  Church,  Batesville,  totally  rebuilt  the 
interior  and  exterior  and  equipped  it  for  a 
unique  kind  of  ministry. 

The  remodeled  chapel  has  space  for  wor¬ 
ship,  Bible  study,  English  language  classes, 
ana  even  an  examining  room  for  the  doctor 
and  dentist  who  come  each  month  for  a  free 
immigrant  medical /dental  clinic. 

A  large  closet  for  a  clothing  ministry  is 
under  construction,  as  well 
as  more  education  space  as 
the  mission  grows. 

Large  numbers  of 
Hispanics  have  moved  into 
north  Mississippi,  and  the 
seeds  of  the  Gospel  have 
found  fertile  ground  among 
them  because  of  the  efforts 
of  Mississippi  Baptists  in 
Tallahatchie,  Sunflower, 
and  Panola  counties  who 
have  traveled  to  Mexico  on 
mission  trips  since  1993 
with  Calvary  Church, 
Parchman. 

These  Mississippi 

Baptists  have  developed  a 
love  for  people  that  spans 
ethnic  differences  and  lan¬ 
guage  barriers,  and  reaches 
out  m  the  love  of  Christ. 

Even  though  Hispanic 
work  often  moves  slowly. 
Pastor  Trevino  feels  singu¬ 
larly  blessed  to  have  seen 


support  of  a  group  of  dedi 
cated  Mississippi  Baptists. 


- - - - - - - - - ii _ 

CWJC:  making  a  difference  one  life  at  a  time 

Bv  Linda  Smith.  missions  min  FircfrVuirrli  -  C —  t  ...  _ 


By  Linda  Smith,  missions  min. 

Calvary  Church,  Jackson 


First  Church,  Clinton,  and  a  for¬ 
mer  president  of  Mississippi 
WMU,  agreed  to  serve  as  site 
coordinator.  Our  first  class  fin¬ 
ished  in  May  with  six  graduates. 

Vanessa,  a  new  believer  who 

is  now  attending _ 

Calvary  Church,  com- 


i  ne  journey  into  our  person-  coordinator.  Our  first 
al  Jerusalem  began  over  two  ished  in  May  with  six  t 
years  ago  as  we  asked  our  Vanessa,  a  new  beu 
Father  to  show  us  where  he  is  now  attending 
wanted  us  to  join  him  in  min-  Calvary  Church,  com- 
istry.  Prayer  walks  led  us  down  pleted  her  GED  fif- 
neighborhood  streets  around  teen  years  after  drop- 
our  church,  where  he  opened  ping  out  of  high 
our  eyes  to  great  needs.  school. 

As  we  saw  hundreds  of  chil-  Brenda,  another 
dren  in  the  streets,  God  wrote  graduate  who  now 
their  faces  on  our  hearts.  We  works  at  Goodwill 
knew  that  reaching  them  was  Industries  in  Jackson, 
our  initial  assignment.  said,  "CWJC  was  a 

Bible  Clubs  are  the  avenue  positive  experience 
Jesus  has  used  to  help  us  share  for  me.  I  received 
his  love  with  the  families  of  fire  training  that  employ- 
West  Park  neighborhood  in  ees  need  to  be  success- 
Jackson  and  build  relationships  ful  in  the  job  market." 
with  them.  Visits  to  the  homes  of  Brenda  is  encour- 
the  children  made  us  increasing-  aging  more  people  to 
ly  aware  of  another  great  need.  become  involved  in 
Many  women  in  our  commu-  CWJC,  including 
nity  had  not  finished  high  school  those  who  need  help 
and  were  unable  to  find  or  keep  and  those  who  are 
jobs  to  provide  for  their  families,  willing  to  give  help. 
The  cycle  of  poverty  and  hope-  The  needs  of  peo- 
lessness  seemed  overwhelming.  pie  in  Mississippi  are 
How  could  we  help  break  the  great.  CWJC  is  one 
cycle?  Jesus  led  us  to  begin  a  way  that  Christians 
Christian  Women's  Job  Corps  can  make  a  powerful 
(CWJC)  site  at  Calvary  Church,  difference  in  the  lives 
CWJC  is  a  ministry  of  the  nation-  of  those  in  need.  A 
al  and  Mississippi  Woman's  total  of  $20,000  from 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  this  year's  Margaret 
designed  to  lift  women  out  of  Lackey  State  Mission 
poverty  and  hopelessness  by  Offering  (MLSMO)  is 
training  them  spiritually  and  dedicated  to  the  work 


I  urge  you  to  give  to 
MLSMO,  pray  for  CWJC,  and 
make  a  difference  in  your 
Jerusalem  —  one  life  at  a  time. 


contact  Tammy  Anderson, 
Mississippi  WMU,  P.O.  Box  530, 


ake  a  difference  in  your  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone' 
■usalem  —  one  life  at  a  time.  (601)  292-3323  or  toll-free  outside 

_ . r; .  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  323.  E- 

For  more  information  on  CWJC,  mail:  tanderson@mbcb.org. 


of  Prayer  video 


“1 


j  uiviuuui^ 

those  who  need  help 
and  those  who  are 
willing  to  give  help. 

The  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  Mississippi  are 
great.  CWJC  is  one 
way  that  Christians 
can  make  a  powerful 
difference  in  the  lives 
of  those  in  need.  A 
total  of  $20,000  from 
this  year's  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  (MLSMO)  is 
dedicated  to  the  work 


ghting  the  Season  of  Pra 


Sandra  Nash,  a  member  of  around  .hi  stale.  flee  ^de 


IUU1J 

Union, 
or  toll- 


John  Newport, 
SWBTS  prof, 
dies  at  age  83 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  John  P.  Newport,  distin¬ 
guished  professor  emeritus  of 
philosophy  of  religion  at 
Southwestern  Seminary 
(SWBTS),  died  Aug.  1 8  in  Fort 
Worth,  at  the  age  of  83.  He 
suffered  a  stroke  in  June  and 
had  been  hospitalized  ever 
since,  spending  much  of  the 
time  in  a  coma. 

Born  in  Buffalo,  Mo., 
Newport  served  at 
Southwestern  from  1952-76 
and  then  from  1979-90.  In 
addition  to  his  teaching 
duties,  Newport  also  was  vice 
president  for  academic  affairs 
and  provost.  He  continued  to 
teach  at  Southwestern  after 
retirement  until  1999. 


7  Jesus  Christ 

•Requests  the  !Hotiot/ 
of  Jour ‘Presence 
in  ^Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3, 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(7  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
'  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
belie\’e  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


For  a  limited  time,  you  can  take 
advantage  of  this  fantastic 
coupon  and  receive  $3  off  the 
tegular  retail  price  of  $19.99. 


$3°* 


The  Baptist  Record 


For  a  limited  rime,  you  can  take 
advantage  of  thic  fantaatic 
coupon  and  receive  $3  off  the 
regular  retail  price  of  $15.99. 


$3°<f 


Available 


at  Christian  Bookstores  Everywhere 


THOMAS  NELSON 

PUBLISHERS 


Life  Way  has  role  in  Venezuelan  evangelism 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Church  as  it's  supposed  to  be. 
That's  how  "Share  Jesus 
Without  Fear"  author  Bill  Fay 
characterized  the  outpouring 
of  God's  spirit  in  an  intensive 
six-day  witnessing  and  disci- 
pleship  seminar  neld  earlier 
this  month  in  Venezuela. 

Approximately  300  people 
ranging  in  age  from  10  to 
senior  adults  paid  their 
expenses  for  the  seminar  fol¬ 
lowed  by  one  to  three  weeks  of 
witnessing  throughout  the 
nation.  The  annual  multi- 
denominational  Evangelistic 
March  was  sponsored  Dy  the 
Venezuela  Baptist  Convention 
and  included  participants 
from  Mexico,  Guatemala,  and 
Chile.  "Share  Jesus  Without 
Fear"  has  been  adopted  as  the 
official  evangelistic  method  for 
lire  march. 

Fay,  chief  chaplain  for  the 
Colorado  State  Patrol  who 
travels  throughout  the  world 
challenging  Christians  to 
become  active  witnesses,  was 


part  of  a  team  from  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
He  spoke  in  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Daytime  sessions 
included  conferences  on 
"Share  Jesus  Without  Fear" 
and  "Life  in  the  Spirit"  led  by 
LifeWay  international  consul¬ 
tants  Luis  Lopez  and  Estriberto 
Britton,  along  with  other  top¬ 
ics.  Small  groups  took  30- 
minute  slots  for  prayer,  24 
hours  a  day. 

"I  saw  church  as  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  —  prayer,  confes¬ 
sion  in  a  spirit  of  love,  praise, 
and  spontaneous  worship  — 
all  in  good  order,"  Fay  said. 

On  the  last  night.  Fay  said 
he  hadn't  completed  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  commitment  when  he 
saw  all  300  people  moving 
toward  the  altar. 

"I  was  looking  every  night 
for  one  person  who  looked 
tired  or  indifferent.  Never  once 
could  I  find  one  person,"  he 
added,  noting  that  small  group 
discussions  and  prayer  rarely 


ended  before  2  a.m.  and  partic¬ 
ipants  were  up  again  by  6  a.m. 

Lopez  said,  "We  saw  a  great 
movement  of  God  every  night. 
We  saw  people  commit  them¬ 
selves  to  evangelism  as  a 
lifestyle  and  we  saw  people  con¬ 
firm  their  calling  to  ministry." 

In  addition  to  gaining  wit¬ 
nessing  and  discipleship  skills 
for  the  Evangelistic  March, 
Lopez  said  participants  will 
return  to  their  churches  and 
train  others. 

"Leaders  were  able  to  see 
that  LifeWay  resources  work 


Holly  Bluff,  Holly  Bluff: 

Sept.  10;  10:45  a.m.;  covered 
dish  dinner  following  services; 
1:30  p.m.  singing;  Malcolm 
Massey,  guest  spealcer. 

Bigbee  (Monroe):  Sept.  17; 
10:30  a.m.;  lunch  at  noon; 
singing  at  1:30  p.m.  with  Saved 
By  Grace;  Turman  Carter, 


effectively  in  the  Latin; 
American  context,"  he  said. 
LifeWay  resources  currently, 
are  available  from  local  dis-5 
tributors  in  17  Latin  American 
countries. 

More  than  600  professions 
of  faith  were  registered 
through  the  1999  march, 
Lopez  said.  Figures  for  this 
year  aren't  in  yet. 

"We  knew  God  had  already 
been  working  through  the 
Evangelistic  March,"  Lopez 
said.  ”'We're  just  privileged  to 
join  him." 


morning  speaker;  Tommy 
Whaley,  pastor. 

Courtland  (Panola):  Oct.  1; 
Roy  E.  Southern  will  bring  the 
morning  message;  coverecldish 
meal  at  noon;  afternoon  concert 
by  the  Still  Water  Trio  from 
Forrest  City,  Ark.;  Charles 
Locke,  pastor. 


CREATED 

'.nn’S 


In  the  wake  of  the  wildly  success-  (ZZ  R E-/XT~ED  TO  BE 
fill  Created  to  Be  God’s  Friend,  / — >  j  i— 

comes  a  companion  workbook  for  \  lC3D  S  1  RJ  E D 
personal  and  group  study.  This  \Y/r>iD  IT  omk" 
workbook  helps  readers  apply  the  W  kJKNBUUK 

truths  of  the  bestselling  Created  to  Be  Gods  Friend  under- 
standing  how  God  uses  difficult  events,  traumatic  circum-  HH 
stances,  and  trying  life  experiences  to  lead  us  into  spiritual 
maturity. 


D».  “.T7  Created  to  be 

changed,j^GoD  s  Friend 

way  we  looked 

at  our  relationship  with  God  in  Experiencing 
God  Now  he  takes  us  further  on  that  road  to 
become  the  kind  of  person  who  could  be  Gods 
friend.  God  called  certain  people  to  be  His 
friends  and  those  He  transformed  according  to 
His  will.  In  Created  to  Be  God’s  Friend  we  come 
to  understand  and  appreciate  the  circumstances  | 
God  sets  before  us  as  we  grow  in  our  spiritual 
life  and  become  both  child  and  friend  of  the  liv 
ing  God. 


I 


James  S. 
Minnis  Jr., 
minister,  dies 

James  S.  Minnis  Jr.,  age  72, 
died  of  a  stroke  on  Friday,  Aug. 
18  at  Rankin  Medical  Center 
in  Brandon. 

A  graduate  of  Millsaps 
College,  Minnis  did  graduate 
study  at  Yale  University  and 
received  his  B.D.  of  Divinity 
from  Southern  Seminary, 

Louiville,  Ky.  - 

Minnis 

ii  i 


establish  a 
chi  Idren's 
home  for 
the  Ute 
Indian  tribe 
in  Utah  and 
in  1 959  was 

appointed  Minnis 

by  the  North 

American  Mission  Board  (for¬ 
merly  The  Home  Mission 
Board)  as  'a  missionary  to 
native  Americans  in  New 
Mexico  and  Oklahoma. 

Minnis  served  as  pastor  to 
churches  in  Nevada,  Utah, 
Oregon,  and  Mississippi. 
Many  years  of  his  ministry 
were  dedicated  to  mission 
start-ups,  and  Bible  studies  at 
isolated  ranches  and  truck 
stops  in  the  West.  / 

Minnis  and  his  wife  Edith 
served  as  houseparents  at  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  Mibnis 
was  serving  as  pastor  of 
Southern  Hills  Church, 
Jackson. 

Minnis  is  survived  by  his 
wife;  son,  James  David  Minnis 
of  Tupelo;  daughter,  Margaret 
Elaine  King  of  Fannin;  sisters, 
Elaine  Moak  of  Baker,  La.,  and 
Helen  Prentice  of  Jackson;  and  , 
four  grandchildren. 


Calvary  Church,  Corinth,  work  as  church  clerk  at 
—  recognized  Central  Church,  Meridian. 

.  .  y  .  .  ...  t 


Hattie  The  presentation  was  made 
Leatherwood  Aug.  20  in  the  morning  wor- 
on  Aug.  13  ship  service.  He  recently 
for  49  years  resigned  that  position  after  65 
of  perfect  years  of  service.  Godwin  is 
Sunday  pictured  receiving  a  plaque 
School  atten-  from  Danny  Chisholm,  pastor 
dance.  of  Central  Church. 


of  Central  Church. 


Leatherwood  Louie  V.  Dwayne  Parker,  minister 
G  o  d  w  i  n  of  youth  and  education  at 
(left)  was  honored  for  his  First  Church,  Flora,  was 


Couple  receives  family 
blessing  -  times  four 


When  Herman  and  Kathy  Beard,  members  of  Colonial 


James  Gregory  Beard,  Jacob  Conner  beard,  Andrew  Kay  Beard, 
and  Clark  Thomas  Beard.  All  the  boys,  who  weighed  between 
two  pounds,  12  ounces  and  four  pounds,  15  ounces,  are  doing 
well  after  a  short  stay  in  Baptist's  Neonatal  Intensive  Care  Unit. 

Pictured  are  Andrew  Ray,  James  Gregory,  Clark  Thomas, 
and  Jacob  Conner  Beard  with  their  parents,  Herman  and  Kathy 
Beard.  (Photo  by  Greg  Campbell) 


ily.  lnat  morning,  she  gave  birth  to  tot 
Beard,  Jacob  Conner  Beard,  Andrew  Raj 


Beard, 


I  B  \ri  i 


ierman  and  Kathy 


The  Office  of  Continuing 
Education  at  Mississippi 
College  will  host  the  Capital 
Area  Student  Council 
Workshop  on  Oct.  25  (Jr.  High) 
and  Oct.  26  (High  School)  from 
9  a.m.-noon.  For  additional 
information  call  (601)  925-3265. 

The  United  States  Water 
Fitness  Association  has 


awarded  Mississippi  College's 
Aquatic  Program  its  number 
one  ranking  m  the  U.S.  among 
all  college  programs.  The 
July/August  2000  issue  of 
National  Aquatics  Newsletter 
ranks  all  aquatic  programs  in 
the  U.S.  encompassing  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  as  well 
as  all  hospital  and  recreational 
facilities. 


Crossroads,  Decatur  Sept. 

11-14;  services  at  7  p.m.;  Farris 
Smith,  director  of  missions, 
Simpson  Association,  speaker; 
James  Lang,  Decatur,  music; 

Pat  Nations,  pastor. 

Emmanuel,  Laurel:  Sept.  10- 
13;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  1 

6  m.;  Mon- Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

euston  Adkins,  evangelist; 
Euel  Nelson,  music;  Bill  Riley, 
pastor. 

Wayside  Church,  Scobev: 

Sept.  13-17;  7  p.m.;  Hoy  Leach, 
Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  evangelist; 
ifaarty  Evans  Jr.,  Enid,  music; 
Jerry  Dale  Patterson,  pastor. 

Courtland  (Panola):  Sept.  17- 
22;  services  at  7  p.m.;  Tracy 
Quillian,  Endville,  evangelist; 
Andy  Russell,  Pontotoc,  music; 
Charles  Locke,  pastor.  f 


Revival  Dates 


First,  Oloh,  Sumrall:  Sept. 
10-13;  Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Ralph  Bethea,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
evangelist;  Hiram  Eaves, 
Moselle,  music;  Jipper 
Williford,  pastor. 

Macedonia,  Louisville: 

Sept.  17-22:  7  p.m.;  Charles 


Smith,  Duncan,  evangelist; 
Steve  and  Becky  Carver, 
Mathiston,  music;  Jack  Manor 
Jr.,  pastor. 

Euclatubba,  Saltillo:  Oct.  1- 
4;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Jimmy  Russell,  evange¬ 
list;  Andy  Russell,  worship 
leader;  Scott  Witcher,  pastor. 


See  You  At  The  Pole 

Wednesday,  September  20,  2000 

"A  Generation  Seeking  God" 


.  All  Sizes 
Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


life 


aOanaWen  SaaMifia  ®©o 


Please  report  your  numbers  to  Don  Lum  at 
dlum@MBCB.org  or 

call  1-800-748  1651  ext.  280  or  (601)  292-3280. 
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STAY  OUT  OF  COURTS 


Missionary  couple  appointed  by  IMB 


Missionary 

News 


CITY-WIDE,  INNER-CHURCH 
GARAGE  SAL£ 
September  1  &  2 

Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 

Proceeds  go  to  support  the  salary  for  the  recruiting  ministry  of  the 
Canadian  Southern  Baptist  Seminary.  The  recruiting  ministry  is 
at  the  heart  of  the  Canadian  Convention  of  Southern  Baptists 
vision  to  reach  Canada  for  Christ. 

Your  donations  are  needed  in  order  to  have  enough  merchandise 
to  sell  for  two  days.  Please  contact  the  following  individuals  to 
arrange  for  pick  up  or  drop  off  of  donations;  to  support  the 
ministry  in  prayer;  assist  in  picking  up  donations;  or  work  during 
the  garage  sale. 

Morrison  Heights  First  Baptist  Church 

Baptist  Church  of  Clinton 

Randy  Bower:  (601 )  924-7082  Sandra  Nash:  (601 )  924-9205 

Judy  Williams:  (601 )  924-5283  Charles  Malone:  (601 )  924-0596 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  Country  Woods 

Sue  Dockery:  (601 )  925-5333  Baptist  Church 

Nancy  Parker:  (601 )  957-7963  Tammy  Miller  (601 )  373-5880  (wk) 


YOUR 

MINIVAN  AND 
CHURCH  VAN 
SOURCE 


Mississippi’s  #i  Dodge  Dealer 


4200  Lakeland  Drive  ♦  Jackson  ♦  601-914-4200 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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Puckett  Church,  Rankin 

Association,  held  VBS  on  june 
5-9  with  an  enrollment  of  121 
as  a  daily  average  attendance 
of  103.  There  were  three  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  and  a  mission 
offering  of  $246.91 .  Grant 
McElveen  is  pastor. 


Staff  changes 

Parkway  Church,  Houston, 

has  called  Ben  Moore  as  min¬ 
ister  of  youth.  He  previously 
served  Parkway  Church  as 
summer  youth  director. 
Moore,  a  native  of  Tupelo,  is 
currently  attending  Mississippi 
State  University.  Gregg 
Thomas  is  pastor. 

Terry  Road  Church, 
jackson,  has  called  Arthur 
Whitehead  as  assistant  pastor. 
Whitehead  has  previously 
served  churches  in  Smith, 
Kemper,  Rankin,  and  Metro 
associations,  and  in  New 
Orleans,  La.  Joe  Wiggins  is 
pastor. 


Steep  Hollow  Church,  Poplarville 


Primera  Panola  Mission 
Bautista,  located  in  Batesville, 
recently  held  its  first  Vacation 
Bible  School  aided  by  First 
Church,  Batesville,  June  15-17. 
Uno  Trevino  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Hispanic  Mission. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum. 
Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and 
phone  number  in  wold  count  No  blind 
ads.  ONtY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 

"CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601 ) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1  -800-605-2970. 
NORTH  MONROE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Monroe,  La.,  is  seeking  a 
pastor.  Send  resumes  to:  Mike  Smith, 
2318  Amalie  Drive,  Monroe,  La., 
71201.  Fax:  (318)  324-1329;  home: 
325-2399;  work:  387-8995. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps 
six.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights, 
2  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa. 
$  1 00.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
trip.  Call  early  for  reservations  662- 
746-4632. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free  1-877- 

477-1899. _ 

BUS  FOR  SALE:  Bus  is  in  good  con¬ 
dition  and  is  currently  being  used 
by  a  charter  tour  operator.  Ideal  for 
church  or  charter  tour  operation. 
Engine  8V-71  Detroit  (overhauled 
March  2000).  Transmission  -  740 
Alison  Automatic.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion  with  good  tires,  new  paint, 
clean  interior,  cold  air  condition¬ 
ing  and  restroom  equipped. 
Callahan  Bus  Lines,  Oxford,  Ms., 
(800)  578-9349. 

INSPIRATIONAL  CANDLE  CARD  gifts 
for  all  occasions.  (601)  898-4711, 
www.victoriascandlecards.com. 


Crossroads  Church,  Decatur 


Primera  Panola  Mission 


Crossroads,  Decatur  held  VBS 
on  July  10-14.  Average  attendance 
each  day  was  52  James  Lang  was 
director.  Pat  Nations  is  pastor. 

Unity,  Georgetown  held 
VBS  on  July  10-14.  Average 
attendance  was  104.  High 
attendance  was  111.  Jerome 
McLendon  is  pastor. 

in  concert  at 

Fifteenth  Avenue 
Baptist  Church 

1318  Fifteenth  Avenue  ♦  Meridian 


Are  your  seniore  tired  of  I 


HI  The  vXuton  ts  ■gM  .rfi’TSN: 
a  I  f>  passenger  van  » jij 

an  aisle  •.«■,«<  mol 

A  etedric  step. 

CM  IMkb  «n  A  Hue  Today!  VIOMJMI 

BUSES'  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
O  wwe.tn-italevsntxa.com 


Thursday,  September  21 
7:00  p.m. 

Tickets  prices: 

$8  for  groups  of  15  or  more 
$10  in  advance  ♦  $12  at  the  door 
$14  artist  circle 

Ticket  outlets: 

♦  The  Bible  Bookstore  (Meridian) 

♦  Fishes  and  Loaves  (Meridian) 

♦  Area  BSUs 

♦  Other  Christian  Stores  Located  in 
Jackson  &  Hattiesburg 


Sponsored  by  the  Student 

Ministry  of  Fifteenth  Avenue 
&  Star  93.5  in  Jackson. 
For  more  information  call: 

(600485-41*3 


MS  Positions  Available 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH 
NEEDED  for  Ruleville  Baptist 
Church.  Send  resume  to  Higdon 
Herrington,  P.O.  Box  1 87,  Ruleville, 
MS  38771.  Telephone:  (662)  756- 

4309  or  (662)  756-2873.  _ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER 
NEEDED.  Send  resume  to: 
Providence  Baptist  Church,  c/o 
Dicky  Taylor,  301  Fayette  Davis 
Avenue,  Cleveland,  MS  38732. 
BILOXI,  MS.,  HAS  OPENING  for  a 
bi-vocational  pastor.  Send  resume 
to  East  Howard  Baptist  Church,  Attn: 
Search  Committee,  241  Howard 
Aye,  Biloxi,  MS  39530. 

RAYMOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Raymond,  Mississippi,  is  seeking  an 
organist.  Deadline  for  applications 
is  September  8.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Billy  Causey  at  (601) 

857-5501. _ 

COLLEGE  MINISTER  NEEDED.  Bi- 
vocational  25-30  hours/week. 
Please  send  resume  to  Morrison 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  201 
Morrison  Drive,  Clinton,  MS  39056 
or  fax  to  (601)  924-5622,  Attn: 
Jennifer. 
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Terry  Road 
Church,  Jackson, 
held  Vacation 
Bible  School  on 
June  5-9.  Twelve 
professions  of  faith 
were  recorded  and 
$243.20  was  raised 
for  missions.  Joe 
Wiggins  is  pastor. 
VBS  director  was 
Louise  Shirley. 


O 


& 


t-3  S 


-  M 


sieeP  Hollow 
Church,  Poplarville,  recently 
held  VBS.  The  average  daily 
attendance  was  188  with 
$340.20  taken  up  in  the  offer¬ 
ing.  Barbara  Arm  Ladner  was 
director.  Shannon  Marshall  is 
pastor. 


Tangipahoa  Church, 

Summit,  recently  held  Vacation 
Bible  School  with  an  average  of 
62  children  in  attendance.  They 
collected  $488.70  for  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village.  Davia  A. 
Millican  is  interim  pastor. 


Mm 


Terry  Road  Church,  Jackson 
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Tangipahoa  Church,  Summit 
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Bethlehem  Program  for  missions.  The 
Church,  Forkville,  director  was  Zann  Nutt  and 
held  VBS  on  June  5-  the  pastor  is  Stephen  Lanier. 

9.  They  averaged  40  ■ — ; - m — 

students  a  day,  L  Jt$l' Wm 

including  the 

youth,  ranging 
from  3  to  18  years 
of  age.  The  students 
were  challenged  to 
an  offering  goal  of 
$350  and  cmlected 


Cedar  View,  Olive  Branch, 
held  VBS  in  June  with  an 
enrollment  of  122  and  two  deci¬ 
sions  made.  Joyce  Chrestman 
was  the  director. 


Cedar  View  Church,  Olive  Branch 


Oakland  Church,  Walnut, 

recently  held  VBS.  Karen 
Barnes,  director.  Lyndle  Davis, 
interim  pastor. 

Oral,  Hattiesburg,  complet¬ 
ed  VBS  with  commencement 
June  25;  attendance  of  87  and 
collection  for  Baptist  Children's 
Village  was  $562;  DeAnn 
Rawls,  director;  Jerry  Jones, 
pastor. 


Oakland  Church,  Walnut 


First  Church,  Magnolia 

First,  Magnolia  enrolled  Parkway,  Houston  enrolled 
140  in  VBS.  Average  atten-  218  in  VBS.  Average  attendance 
dance  was  121  and  total  offer-  was  162.  Four  professions  of 
ing  of  $2,183.82  was  designat-  faith  were  recorded.  Lisa 
ecf  for  The  Baptist  Children's  Thomas  was  director.  Gregg 
Village.  Barry  Ward  is  pastor.  Thomas  is  pastor. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Preparing  to  serve 

Acts  1:4-14 


By  W.  Wayne  VanHom _ 

Luke,  the  beloved  physician, 
wrote  the  Book  of  Acts.  Luke 
became  a  traveling  companion 
with  the  Apostle  Paul  and  no 
doubt  developed  a  great  desire  to 
use  his  gifts  in  service  to  the  Lord. 

Sometime  after  AD  60  (the 
date  of  Paul's  Roman  imprison¬ 
ment  recorded  in  Acts  28),  Luke 
set  out  to  write  a  history  of 
Jesus  and  the  early  church.  He 
wrote  this  history  in  two  vol¬ 
umes.  We  call  volume  one  the 
Gospel  of  Luke  and  volume 
two  the  Book  of  Acts. 

According  to  Acts  1:1  Luke's 


purpose  in  writing  the 
Gospel  was  to  tell  of 
all  mat  Jesus  did  and  „ 

taught  until  the  day  he  VanHom 
was  taken  up  into  glory.  Luke's 
purpose  in  writing  Acts  was  to 
describe  how  the  early  church 
carried  out  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
under  the  leadership  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

One  of  the  simplest  outlines 
for  the  Book  of  Acts  that  I  have 
come  across  is  as  follows:  Acts  1 
The  Lord  Goes  Up;  Acts  2  The 
Spirit  Comes  Down;  Acts  3-28 
Tne  Church  Goes  Out 

The  focus  of  Acts  1  is  on  the 
fact  that  Jesus  is  alive  and  exalt¬ 


ed.  Luke  wrote  in  Acts 
1:3,  "After  his  suffering, 
he  showed  himself  to 
these  men  and  gave 
many  convincing  proofs 
that  he  was  alive.  He 
appeared  to  them  over  a 
period  of  forty  days  and 
spoke  about  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God"  (NIV). 

The  "convincing 
m  proofs"  were  a  series  of 
post-resurrection  appearances  at 
which  he  talked,  ate,  drank,  and 
taught.  He  did  all  the  things  that 
he  had  done  before  his  death.  He 
truly  was  alive  again.  Jesus'  dis¬ 
ciples  had  no  doubts  that  he  was 
alive  when  die  forty  days  were 
ended.  He  spoke  to  them  about 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Promise  (w.  4-5). 

Preparation  has  a  waiting  time. 
Jesus  told  his  disciples  to  wait 
in  Jerusalem  for  the  baptism  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  This  "gift"  rep¬ 


resents  the  total  immersion  of 
the  believer  in  the  Spirit  of  God. 
God's  will  becomes  the  believ¬ 
er's  will.  Through  his  Spirit 
Jesus  would  fulfill  his  promise 
to  be  with  his  disciples  always. 

Task  (w.  6-8).  Because  Jesus 
had  triumphed  over  the  grave, 
his  disciples  resurrected  nation¬ 
alistic  concepts  of  messiah.  They 
queried  as  to  whether  Israel's 
kingdom  would  be  restored  at 
this  time.  Jesus  redirected  their 
focus  to  think  about  God's  plan 
and  their  task  in  achieving  it. 
They  were  to  become  Spirit 
''empowered  witnesses  to  the 
whole  world!  Preparing  to  serve 
God  includes  understanding  the 
task  he  has  for  us  to  do. 

Obedience  (1:9-11).  The  spec¬ 
tacle  of  the  ascension  left  the  dis¬ 
ciples  awe  struck.  God  redirects 
their  attention  once  again 
through  two  men  in  white.  Jesus' 
promised  return  adds  urgency  to 


the  task  of  witnessing.  The  disci¬ 
ples  needed  to  be  obedient  to  the 
task  set  before  them  as  they  pre¬ 
pared  to  serve  the  Lord. 

Prayer  (1:12-14).  Prayer  is  a 
vital  part  of  preparation.  The 
ascension  of  Jesus  in  Acts  1  is 
separated  from  the  giving  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  Acts  2  by  a  period 
of  ten  aays.  The  disciples  passed 
the  time  in  prayer,  worship,  and 
contemplation  about  the  risen 
Lord.  Their  desire  to  fill  the 
vacated  position  of  Judas  (1:15- 
26)  indicates  that  they  knew  their 
real  work  was  about  to  begin. 

As  we  prepare  to  serve  God 
into  the  twenty-first  century  we 
must  rely  on  God's  Spirit  and  we 
must  focus  on  the  task  of  wit¬ 
nessing.  Obedience  and  prayer 
will  enable  us  to  stay  on  the  right 
track  for  carrying  out  our  mission 
of  winning  our  world  to  Jesus. 

VanHom  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Columbia. 
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God  not  senc*  co-worker  who  has  that  most  We  do  not  have  to  fear  that  day 

Jesus  to  this  world  only  annoying  habit.  Love  that  when  God  will  bring  judge- 

jf  for  those  people  who  do  family  member  who  never  ment  on  this  earth  because  we 

V'f  ;■  exactly  wnat  he  says  to  treats  you  with  respect.  Love  have  the  assurance  that  we  will 

|f  |  ,  gyl  do  in  his  Word.  He  did  that  person  who  pulls  out  in  spend  eternity  with  him. 

?  Jill  not  send  Jesus  just  for  the  front  of  you  on  tne  highway.  Not  only  do  we  have  confi- 
"church-goer"  He  sent  Love  one  another.  dence  in  the  day  of  judgement, 

Jesus  for  all  of  us.  He  God  gives  this  love  to  us  gra-  but  we  also  have  confidence  in 

jjp^l  sent  Jesus  for  the  drug  ciously  and  freely,  but  it  is  our  the  present  time.  We  can  be 

addict  living  under  the  responsibility  to  accept  it.  I  confident  that  God  will  watch 

Cumberland  bridge  as  well  as  for  the  once  heard  a  pastor  say,  "I  can  over  us  and  not  allow  anyone 

evangelist  on  television. try  my  best  to  give  you  a  gift.  I  or  anything  to  overtake  us.  We 
love  Verse  nine  also  tells  us  why  can  visit  you  every  day  and  are  under  his  watchcare. 
v  God.  God  sent  his  Son.  He  did  this  so  offer  you  this  gift,  but  if  you  How  wonderful  is  our  Lord! 

aut  to  his  love  could  be  manifested,  never  take  it  then  the  gift  is  no  He  gives  us  his  love  so  that  we 

must  made  obvious,  in  us.  Is  God's  good  to  you."  can  love  others. 

Until  love  obvious  in  your  life?  —  If  we  do  not  accept  God's  Reach  out  to  someone  in 

ve,  we  Since  God  has  done  all  of  gift  of  his  love  through  Jesus,  love  this  week.  If  you  need  an 
*  truly  this  for  us,  what  does  he  ask  us  then  the  gift  has  no  impact  on  incentive,  just  think  of  what 
to  do  in  return?  He  simply  asks  our  lives  and  his  love  will  not  God  went  through  to  show 
I's  dis-  that  we  love  one  another  (v.  11).  be  manifested  in  our  lives.  If  we  his  love  to  you.  He  did  more 
ild  be  God  does  not  tell  us  to  love  do  not  allow  God  to  control  our  for  us  than  we  can  ever  do  for 
ove  of  only  those  people  with  whom  lives,  we  will  never  know  the  any  other  human.  The  least 
is,  that  we  can  get  along.  When  we  full  potential  of  his  love  in  us.  we  can  do  is  share  that  love 

gotten  apply  this  verse  to  our  lives  If  we  choose  to  accept  his  with  others, 

tat  we  we  must  realize  that  he  tells  us  love,  we  experience  confidence  Cumberland  is  advertising 

(v.  9).  to  love  all  people.  Love  that  in  the  day  of  judgement  (v.  17).  coordinator  for  The  Baptist  Record. 


Workshop  prepping  volunteers  for  Sydney 

ideal  opportunity  for  seminary  an  ISF  mission  team  built  a  basketball  cour 
provide  the  gospel  message  for  as  the  draw  for  ministry.  "Before  we  actu 


le:  provides  an  ideal  opportunity  for  seminary 
or  students  to  provide  the  gospel  message  for 
ir-  visitors  to  take  home  with  mem. 
on  "The  Olympics,  like  the  World  Cup  in 
ily  soccer,  provides  die  perfect  mission  fiela  for 
ire  reaching  people  because  people  come  from 
all  over  the  world  to  one  place,"  said 

Bih,  vice  president  of 

Jports  Federation  (ISF)  of 
?xas.  ISF  is  a  network  of  provided 

hletes,  coaches,  and  pro-  - ' 

inators  who  work  with 
anal  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
aries  to  share  the  gospel. 

!ople  live  and  die  for  tneir 
is,"  Cash  said,  explain- 
g  how  sports  has  become 

See  one  of  the  religions  of  were  exposed  to  the  gospel  through  sports 
the  world.  "When  you  missions.  "The  number  is  really  around 
combine  national  pride  50,000  people  because  of  the  newspaper 
and  the  religion  of  articles,  word  of  mouth,  and  television  and 
sports  with  /million  radio  broadcasts  that  followed  the  events," 
people,  you  have  to  Cash  said. 

oe  innovative  in  the  In  preparation  for  the  Olympics  ministry, 
way  that  you  share  NOBTS  students  were  given  background 
the  gospel  with  information  on  prior  Southern  Baptist 
them.  That  is  where  Olympics  ministries,  different  fan-based 
sports  comes  in."  ministries  (such  as  hospitality,  servant- 

Cash  and  based  evangelism)  and  sports  ministries. 
Endel  Lee,  "Connecting  with  people  is  a  key  aspect 

NOBTS  assistant  of  leading  a  person  to  Christ.  Sports  can 
professor  of  link  you  to  people  who  otherwise  might 
preaching  and  not  hear  the  gospel,"  said  Lee,  organizer  of 
pastoral  min-  the  NOBTS  missions  trip.  "Some  of  the  first 
istries  in  the  seeds  of  Christianity  were  planted  in  my 
College  of  life  during  Royal  Ambassadors  meetings  at 

Undergraduate  a  small  country  church.  I  went  because 
Studies,  explained  they  played  football  and  baseball.  They 
the  value  of  sports  played  these  sports  so  that  people  like  me 
ITS  students.  would  come  and  then  have  an  opportunity 

i  ministry  project,  to  hear  about  Jesus." 
of  your  time  get-  NOBTS  student  Grant  Stegall  agreed, 

n  what  you  are  "It  is  easy  to  talk  to  people  once  a  bond 

«th  sports,  people  is  formed.  Through  sports  a  bond  is 
already  formed,  so  sharing  your  faith  is 
y  trip  to  Kosovo,  made  easier,"  he  said. 


were  already  playing  on  it,"  Cash  said. 
"Two  hours  later,  77  people  were  playing 
basketball." 

They  were  later  able  to  have  Vacation 
Bible  School  activities  with  around  200  par¬ 
ticipants,  he  said,  all  because  the  sports 
\  "an  open  invitation"  for  the 
gospel  to  be  shared. 

The  strategy  has  been  very  successful.  In 
1996,  IMB  volunteers  hosted  nine  sports 
projects.  Only  three  years  later,  they  hosted 
76  projects  and  in  2001,  more  than  100  pro¬ 
jects  will  be  held  all  over  the  world. 

Last  year  alone.  Cash  said  25,000  people 

*  through  sports 
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Lay  Witnesses  planning  fifth  Olympics  outreach 


KU  XODKD  PWCA  MRO 
NOHN  NTOZZ  SB  ECK, 
RO  MRHM  WHSDON  KU 
JRWSDM  PWCA  MRO 
NOHN  DRHZZ  HZDC 
VKSJYOB  ECKW  ACWMHZ 
ICNSOD  IE  RSD 
DUSWSM  MRHM  NTOZ- 
ZOMR  SB  ECK. 

WCAHBD  OSQRM: 

OZOLOB 
Clue:  A  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
Kmg  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Hebrews  Eleven:  Six. 


HURST,  Texas  (BP)  —  While 
millions  of  people  will  be 
watching  the  Olympics  on  tele¬ 
vision,  scores  of  Southern 
Baptists  wijl  be  among  230 
Americans  engaged  in  a  mas¬ 
sive  September  evangelistic 
outreach  to  Australia. 
Volunteer  laymen  and  lay- 
women  from  more  than  150 
churches  are  participating  in 
"Reach  Out  2000  Sydney 
Australia"  through  Lay 
Witnesses  for  Christ 
International  (LWCI). 

In  cooperation  with 
Australia's  Anglican,  Baptist, 
and  Wesleyan  churches,  LWCI 
volunteers  will  assist  with  host¬ 
ing  daily  athlete  rallies,  sports 
clinics,  and  hospitality  centers, 
as  well  as  distributing  tens  of 
thousands  of  pieces  of  litera¬ 
ture  in  29  different  languages. 
Through  nightly  "Eric  Liddell 
Rallies,"  named  after  Great 
Britain's  1924  Olympian  who 
later  became  a  missionary  to 
China,  volunteers  and  athletes 
will  share  the  gospel  message 
through  music,  drama,  and 
personal  testimonies. 

More  than  400  Olympic  ath¬ 
letes  are  expected  to  participate 
in  the  outreach,  including: 

•  Carl  Lewis,  nine-time 
Olympic  track  gold  medallist. 

•  Joe  DeLoach,  former  200- 
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meter  Olympic  world  record 
holder. 

•  Chandra  Cheeseborough, 
two-time  Olympic  track  gold 
medallist. 

•  Richard  Bucknor,  two-time 
Olympian  for  the  Jamaican 
track  team. 

•  Madeline  Manning  Mims, 
four-time  Olympian,  track  gold 
medallist  and  former  world 
record  holder. 

"We  are  overwhelmed  by  the 
doors  that  God  has  opened  to 
share  the  good  news  of  Jesus 
Christ  from  the  heart  of 
Sydney,"  said  Sam  Mings, 
LCWI  founder  and  president. 
"We  are  grateful  to  the  church¬ 
es  in  Australia  and  to  the  ath¬ 
letes  from  around  the  world  for 
their  involvement  in  a  mission 
more  valuable  than  gold.  We 
also  give  thanks  for  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Christians  who  are 
sacrificing  their  personal  time 
and  finances  to  share  the 
unconditional  love  and  ever¬ 
lasting  hope  of  Christ." 

"Reach  Out  2000  Sydney 
Australia"  follows  similar  suc¬ 
cessful  Olympic  evangelistic 
and  ministry  efforts  by  LWCI  in 
Los  Angeles  in  1984,  Seoul  in 
1988,  Barcelona  in  1992,  and 
Atlanta  in  19%. 

Founded  in  1981  by  Mings,  a 
former  athlete  and  business¬ 


man,  and  his  wife,  Sharon,  Lay 
Witnesses  for  Christ 
International,  based  in  Hurst, 
Texas,  has  volunteer  satellite 
offices  in  138  countries. 

In  addition  to  its  athlete  ral¬ 
lies,  hospitality  centers,  and 
one-on-one  evangelism  during 
Olympic  events,  LWCI  spon¬ 
sors  a  "Right  Track"  drug  and 
alcohol  prevention  program  to 
help  youth  avoid  me  dangers 
of  suDstance  abuse  and  gangs; 
"Stars  for  Christ,"  an  evangeli¬ 
cal  outreach  through  organized 
athletic  teams;  a  speakers 
bureau;  and  the  annual 
Christian  Athlete  of  the  Year 
Awards. 

In  the  past  two  decades, 
LWCI  workers  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  lead  more  than 
20,000  athletes  from  140  nations 
to  a  personal  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ. 

Seeds  for  LWCI  were  plant¬ 
ed  in  1976  in  the  Mings' oack- 
yard,  where  they  and  their 
three  children,  Tammy,  Teena 
and  Bo,  shared  the  gospel  to 
hundreds  of  neighborhood 
youth. 

Mings'  ministry  to  athletes 
began  in  1980,  when  he  was 
asked  to  speak  to  a  Fellowship 
of  Christian  Athletes  meeting  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee. 
More  than  100  people  prayed  to 


receive  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Savior,  including  Willie  Gault, 
who  now  serves  on  the  LWCI 
board  of  directors.  In  1981,  at 
Gault's  urging,  Mings  and  his 
son.  Bo,  traveled  to  tne  NCAA 
Track  &  Field  Championships 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  to  minister 
to  athletes.  Many  trusted  in 
Christ,  including  Stanley  Floyd, 
Carl  Lewis,  and  Herscnel 
Walker.  Later  that  year,  the 
ministry  held  its  first  "Three 
Hours  with  the  Stars"  in 
Houston. 

The  23rd  Olympiad  in  Los 
Angeles  marked  the  first 
opportunity  for  LWCI  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  athletes  and  spectators  at 
the  Olympics.  At  the  1988 
Olympics  in  Seoul,  LWCI's 
"Evening  with  the  Olympians" 
was  staged  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  world's  largest  church 
(Yoido  Full  Gospel).  Media 
experts  estimated  that  200  mil¬ 
lion  people  worldwide  saw 
portions  of  the  testimonies 
from  the  meetings. 

LWCI  athletes  have  shared 
their  testimonies  with  the 
world  at  more  than  40  major 
sporting  events,  including  the 
Olympics,  U.S.  Olympic  trials, 
NCAA  Championships,  Pan 
American  Games,  Goodwill 
Games,  and  World  Cup 
Championships. 
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